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enjoying llic Duke's embraces as well as those of a number of other
lovers.) 'Madame', the Dowager Duchess ol Orleans, could not understand
how Bourbon could possibly inspire any woman with affection for him
since lie was so ugly: he had lost the sight of an eye in an accident, his
lips were large, Ins cheeks hollow, his body hen I, and his legs had prac-
tically no calves. Impatient and badly educated, he was con leu I (o leave
the conduct of the government largely in the hands of his mistress. 'Die
result of this arrangement was unfortunate for Law, since ihe Paris
brokers, who had been in charge of the profitable but scandalously bungled
Mississippi liquidation, enjoyed her special protection. The Marquise, who
had once lent Law her carriage and post-horses to enable him to leave
France, said no. So the financier remained in London.
During the succeeding months, Law made a last attempt to have his
own affairs in France settled, and to I his end he addressed a number of
lengthy loiters and memorials to the Duke. What rankled wilh him most
was the 4J/2 million livres which had boon wrongly charged lo his account'
wilh the Company. On the evening before he left Paris for his esUile at
Guermanles in the Brie, he had given one of the hank clerks named Powier
de St. Lcger stock to the value of 14 million livrcs m order to discharge
his obligations to the Company, but this payment had not been carried out
in accordance with his instructions. 'Consider, M on seigneur', he wrote on
August 25, 1724, 'if being in the country removed from my papers and
books, it was in my power lo put in order affairs that required not only
leisure but also my presence in Paris to arrange properly; and if it is not
a piece of great injustice for the Company of the Indies to wish lo take
advantage of tlie condition lo which I was reduced, and of the dishonest
conduct of clorks, in requiring from me payment of sums I do not in fact
owe and which, even though I had been owing, were (as I have shown)
expended for their service and payable in shares or notes, of which effects
belonging to me they at that time had and still have on their books double
or treble the sum they demand.'
It is unnecessary to examine the ground, which Law traversed in
laborious detail, except to reiterate his own justification of his official
conduct which this correspondence contains. How, he asked, could he
possibly have sent huge sums of money out of the country for his own
use? Were not the couriers always open to search at ihe frontiers? fn any
event xvould he have summoned bis brother, who was his principal agent
in London, to come over and establish himself in Paris, if he had wished
to keep such a useful channel open? Because he wished to be regarded as